
 

  

Mission Statement 
 

Working in partnership with community groups and organizations, Southern Maryland Resource 
Conservation and Development Inc. is dedicated to improving quality of life in the region by ena-

bling the people and promoting the wise use of our natural and economic resources. 
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                April 2009 
Dear Friend of RC&D: 

 
I canõt believe it has been over a year since I was elected Southern Maryland RC&D Board Chair.  I hope this 
newsletter finds you all doing well and busy working on RC&D projects, but please first and foremost find 
time to spend with your families.  
 
I have been involved with RC&D programs for the past 32 years.  I joined the RC&D in 1977 as a volunteer 
appointed by the county commission in Barbour County, West Virginia.  In 1980 I was elected chair of the 
WesMonTye Board and served in that position until 2000.  My background is as a teacher and extension agent 
for the WVU Cooperative Extension Program.  I moved to Southern Maryland in 2000 and became a mem-
ber of the St. Maryõs Forestry Board and joined the Southern Maryland RC&D at that time.  I have a real pas-
sion for the RC&D program and what we can do for the citizens of Southern Maryland. 
 
As I look into the future I see a tremendous need to channel our efforts to educate key legislators on RC&D 
activities.  We really need to tell our story.  This is where we can use your help.  There is a need to remind the 
decision-makers at all levels of government that RC&D is making things happen.  The work of the RC&D is 
to improve our economic and environmental conditions thereby improving the quality of life for us all.  This 
is a great time to build partnerships with agencies and individuals in our areas. 
 
Being a Board Member of the Southern Maryland RC&D is an honor and with that comes a set of responsi-
bilities.   I would like to encourage all council members to be involved in the Boards activities.  This is your 
committee and as members, you can submit questions, concerns and issues that effect your communi-
ties.  The RC&D councils are full of challenges for everyone particularly in the area of economics.  Each one 
of us know that being involved with RC&D is about facing emerging challenges and finding creative solutions 
for the people we work with and our communities while we protect our natural resources. 
 
Letõs make this a wonderful year with great expectation as we bring a Program Officer on board.  Have a 
wonderful summer.         
 
    

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Pat Pinnell, Chair 
Southern Maryland RC&D 
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AWARDS  SOUTHERN MARYLAND RC&D RECOGNIZED 

 
Board Members Recognized for  

their Outstanding Service 
 
 In April 2008, the Southern Maryland 
RC&D Board of  Directors held its annual 
awards dinner at Café Des Artistes in Leo-
nardtown. Over 60 people attended includ-
ing Susan Lawrence, Executive Assistant to 
Senator Thomas Mac Middleton; Haamad 
Matin, Assistant to Senator Benjamin Car-
din; and Dick Myers, Assistant to Senator 
Barbara Mikulski. Also in attendance were 
St. Maryõs County Commissioners, President 
Jack Russell, Tom Mattingly and Dan Raley.   
 Luis Dieguez was recognized as Board 
Member of  the Year for his leadership in the 
ongoing NSF Indian Head Shoreline project. 
Deborah Wright, student Board Member 
from St. Maryõs County; Edward Sinnes, stu-
dent Board Member from Charles County 
and Luke Gridley,  student Board Member 
from Calvert County received Certificates of  
Appreciation for their volunteer service.  

 Outgoing Chair Ronald Black was 
given the W. Mitchell Digges Project Leader-
ship Award for his 11 years of  service to the 
RC&D Board. USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Assistant 
State Conservationist for Programs and for-
mer Southern Maryland RC&D Coordina-
tor, Mark Rose presented Ron with a plaque 
from NRCS. Ron also received citations 
from Charles County Commissioners, St. 
Maryõs County Commissioners, Calvert 
County Commissioners, Senator Middletonõs 
office and Senator Mikulskiõs office.  
Mr. Matin, presented all recognized Board 
Members with proclamations from Senator 
Cardin.  
 RC&D Coordinator Jeremy West 
closed the evening with a presentation about 
the new RC&D website, active since early 
2008.  According to West, website traffic has 
increased considerably over the last few 
months with as many as several hundred 
new users per month with an average stay on 
the website of  over ten minutes. 
 
 

New Executive Board Elected 
 

A new slate of   Officers was elected at the 
January Board Meeting. They are as follows: 
  

ChairñPatricia Pinnell 
Vice ChairñJim Bardsley 
Secretary/TreasurerñOlga Walter 
Member - Bruce Young 
Member ð Jennifer David 
Member ð William A. Clark 
Member ð John Czajkowski 

 
Welcome new Officers!  We look forward to 
an exciting year of  successful project work.  

Dick Myers, Assistant to Senator Barbara Mi-
kulski making a presentation to outgoing 
RC&D Chair Ron Black, thanking him for his 
11 years of service. 
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NEWS  SOUTHERN MARYLAND RC&D A CTIVITIES  

 

Potomac Heritage Trail Receives 
Official Designation 

 
 On October 1st RC&D received a let-
ter from Acting Regional Director of  the 
National Capitol Region, National Park Ser-
vice (NPS), Lisa Mendelson-Ielmini that she 
is, ò...pleased to designate the Southern 
Maryland route as a segment of  the National 
Scenic Trail network.ó  Mendelson-Ielmini 
went on to praise the dynamic partnership 
that has come together to make this project a 
reality.  RC&D has taken the lead, coordinat-
ing with Charles and St. Maryõs Counties, 
State Highway Administration, Tri-County 
Council, Southern Maryland Heritage Area 
Consortium, and other local, regional and 
state agencies and organizations. 
 Official trail designation came as little 
surprise to RC&D Coordinator Jeremy West.  
West and project partner Jim Hudnall, from 
the Oxon Hill Bicycle and Trail Club, had 
presented the project to the Maryland Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
(MBPAC) just a few months before.  The 
project received considerable praise at the 
presentation and later a strong letter of  sup-
port from MBPAC to Secretary of  Transpor-
tation John Pocari.  MBPACõs endorsement 
and earlier resolutions of  support from 
Charles and St. Maryõs Counties were clear 
indicators of the projectõs future success. 
 Shortly after National Scenic Trail des-
ignation, Hudnall helped Civista Health 
Foundation organize a Century Ride on the 
newly designated trail.  The on-road bicycle 
route attracted over 300 cyclists from all over 
the region and offered something for every-
one, from a 14-mile family ride to 100-mile 
century route.  The event raised nearly 

$13,000 in funding to support much needed 
renovations of Civista Hospitalõs pharmacy, 
while providing cyclists with a beautiful and 
challenging route.  In addition to rest stops 
and support and gear vehicles, cyclists were 
invited to The Crossing at Casey Jones in La 
Plata for an after-ride party.   Additional 
Century Rides will be planned by RC&D and 
the Oxon Hill Bicycle and Trail Club 
throughout 2009. 
 

 Since receiving National Scenic Trail 
designation, thanks to project leadership 
from Board Members Jennifer David, Tom 
Tudor and Ron Black, RC&D has won a 
challenge grant of  over $13,000 from NPS.  
This grant will partially fund a RC&D Pro-
gram Officer who will be spending up to two 
days per week working with trail partners 
and Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail 
Superintendent Don Briggs to develop and 
implement this important project.  RC&D 
hopes to hire the Program Officer in early 
2009. 
 For more information about the Poto-

This group of cyclists came from Washington 
DC to enjoy Southern Marylandõs newest Na-
tional Scenic Trail. 
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NEWS  SOUTHERN MARYLAND RC&D A CTIVITIES  

mac Heritage Trail corridor, please visit: 
 

www.potomacallegheny.com 
 

 
RC&D Supports Charles County 

Rails-to-Trails Project 
 

 RC&D donated $1,000 to Charles 
County Recreation and Parks to help with 
efforts to develop the White Plains to Indian 
Head rails-to-trails project.  The 17-mile trail, 
along with the Three Notch Trail in St. 
Maryõs County, will ultimately serve as a seg-
ment of  the newly designated Southern 
Maryland segment of  Potomac Heritage 
Trail, allowing riders to loop through the two 
counties without having to backtrack on the 
same route. 
 Charles County Recreation and Parks 
will purchase benches for the new trail with 
this donation, engraving them with 
òSouthern Maryland RC&D.ó 
 
 
 

RC&D Wins Grant To Promote  
Innovative Stormwater  

Management 
 
 Throughout the Chesapeake Bay wa-
tershed traditional stormwater outfalls are 
introducing sediment and pollutant laden 
stormwater directly into the Bay.  The old 
paradigm of  the expeditious conveyance of  
stormwater from a parking lot to receiving 
waters via underground, concrete pipes is 
costly, devoid of  environmental benefits and 
unsightly.  A surge of  stormwater is all that 
is necessary to fill pipes with debris, under-

cut the apron and increase the channel ero-
sion impact between the outfall and the re-
ceiving waters, necessitating a costly and in-
vasive repair/replacement when the system 
invariably fails.  Unfortunately, it only takes 
another extreme flood to again fill the pipes 
and undercut the apron, necessitating yet an-
other costly and temporary repair.  
 RC&D was awarded a $15,000 Coop-
erative Agreement to develop promotional 
materials for a new approach to stormwater 
management, the Regenerative Stormwater 
Conveyance (RSC).  In the past few years, 
the Anne Arundel County Department of  
Public Works has been installing RSCs 
throughout the Western Coastal Plain Prov-
ince of  the County.  These RSCs are stabiliz-
ing eroding outfalls and unstable stream sys-
tems while supporting dynamic plant com-
munities.   

 Unlike traditional stormwater outfalls, 
the RSC systems are open-channel, sand 
seepage filtering systems that utilize a series 
of  shallow aquatic pools, riffle weir grade 

This Regenerative Stormwater Conveyance was 
designed and built by Underwood and Associ-
ates, for Anne Arundel County Department of 
Public Works. 


