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SOUTHERN  MARYLAND   

 Officer elections were held at South-

ern Maryland RC&Dôs January 24th Board 

Meeting.  After 6 years serving as Chair and 

over 10 years on the Board of Directors, 

Charles County Educator Ron Black stepped 

down and passed the torch to Patricia Pinnell, 

West Virginia native and long-time friend of 

RC&D.  Pinnell first joined the Board in 2001 

and has been active both on the Southern 

Maryland RC&Dôs Executive Committee and 

the Mid-Atlantic RC&Dôs Board of Directors, 

where she serves as Treasurer. 

 Black told the assembled Board 

Members that his years on the Board have 

been some of the most rewarding of his life.  

He looks forward to continuing to support the 

Board and provide guidance when called 

upon.  We wish him the best of luck in his new 

pursuits. 

 Also elected to the Executive Com-

mittee were new Vice Chair Jim Bardsley, the 

Anne Arundel Forest Conservancy District 

Board representative, and John Czajkowski, 

the Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District 

representative.  Both Bardsley and Czajkowski 

bring considerable environmental and planning 

experience to the Executive Committee.  

New RC&D Chair Elected 

 From February 25th through the 27th 

Board Members from RC&D Councils from 

all over the United States gathered in Wash-

ington DC for the National Association of 

RC&D Councils Annual Leadership Forum.  

Maryland was well represented with all three 

RC&D Councils in attendance. 

 The Annual Leadership Forum is a 

unique opportunity for RC&D Councils to 

interact with elected officials, to make the case 

for RC&D and seek continued support from 

our Congressional representatives.  While the 

Board Members meet with their elected offi-

cials, any RC&D Coordinators in attendance 

have NRCS training sessions and share project 

ideas.  Continued... 

Board Members Go To Washington 

Pictured left to right:  Roberta Jeanquart, Pat Pinnell, 

Olga Walter, Congressman Steny Hoyer, Sharon Ruggi, 

Denitra Brawner and Mike Pellegrino. 

New RC&D Chair Pinnell 
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At this yearôs forum South-

ern Maryland RC&D Board 

Members met with staff from 

Senators Mikulskiôs and Car-

dinôs offices and with staff 

from Congressmen Gil-

chrestôs, Hoyerôs and Rup-

ersbergerôs offices. 

 The forum con-

sisted of numerous oppor- 

tunities for Board Members 

and Coordinators to network 

and share success stories.  

There were concurrent work-

shops facilitated by the Na-

tional Associationôs staff 

covering such topics as  

Working With Foundations, 

Financial Management and 

Working With USDA.  The 

emphasis of this yearôs train-

ing and workshops was self 

sufficiency. 

 Guest speakers in-

cluded Undersecretary For 

Natural Resources and Envi-

ronment Mark Rey. 

 The Annual Forum 

has become of critical impor-

tance.  Our representatives 

must be made aware of the 

important work RC&D 

Councils are doing every 

day.   We appreciate this 

opportunity to bring RC&D 

to our elected officials. 

Board Members... 

 Once again the 

Southern Maryland RC&D 

Board of Directors supported  

science fairs throughout the 

Development Area.  Here are 

this yearôs winners: 

 

CALVERT COUNTY  

1st Place SeniorðMichelle 

DennyðAmmonia absorp-

tion cycle. 

2nd Place Seniorð

Katherine LewisðPaper & 

Plastic:  Double Trouble. 

1st Place JuniorðDruso 

DaubonðHydrilla vs. Salin-

ity. 

2nd Place Juniorð 

2008 Science Fair Winners 

Courtney MattsonðWhich 

vegetable cleaner works 

best? 

 

CHARLES COUNTY  

1st Place SeniorðKristina 

MilmanðHowôs the Bayôs 

health? 

2nd Place SeniorðPat Bar-

nettðBifenthrin ecotoxicity 

to Chesapeake Bay inhabi-

tants. 

1st Place JuniorðJohn 

RadtkeðWhich water 

source is cleanest? 

2nd Place JuniorðMakayla 

DkamuraðSteam-proof pa-

per. 

ST. MARYôS COUNTY  

1st Place SeniorðTony 

OblenðDead Zones:  How 

to save the Chesapeake Bay. 

2nd Place SeniorðAlison 

DevineðCurrent Events:  

The displacement of soils 

and sediments. 

1st Place Juniorð

Madeleine TaylorðEvery 

drop counts. 

2nd Place JuniorðAlex 

RaglandðAeroponics versus 

Hydroponics. 

 

Congratulations to all of this 

yearôs Science Fair partici-

pants! 

 Southern Maryland 

RC&D has officially begun 

developing its five-year stra-

tegic plan, or Area Plan.  The 

Area Plan is a planning 

document developed through 

a highly collaborative proc-

ess to ensure that our limited 

project resources are well 

survey results will then be 

used to develop the Goals, 

Objectives, and Strategies 

that will serve as the founda-

tion for our strategic plan.  

The Area Plan should be 

complete by this fall. 

 Please check our 

website for updates. 

RC&D Area Planning Process 

invested.  Community mem-

bers and partners throughout 

the four-county Develop-

ment Area will be engaged 

to help us make project pri-

orities for the next five years. 

 The planning proc-

ess will begin with a survey 

of our communities.  The 

From left to right RC&D Coordinators 

Jeremy West (Southern Maryland) and 

Dave Wilson (Eastern Shore) and RC&D 

Board Chairs Pat Pinnell (Southern Mary-

land) and Craig Hartsock (Western Mary-

land). 

Volunteer Elise deRiel and RC&D Coordi-

nator Jeremy West learning about a sci-

ence project.  Every year RC&D provides 

cash awards to students in Calvert, Charles 

and St. Maryôs Counties, supporting an 

interest in science in our young people. 

 

To participate in the 

Southern Maryland 

RC&D Area Plan Sur-

vey, please visit us at: 

 

www.somdrcd.org 
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NRCS Tours RC&D Project Site 

 On March 4, NRCS State Conser-

vationist Jon Hall, Assistant State Conser-

vationist Mark Rose, State Engineer Alan 

Stahl and District Conservationist Terry 

Heinard visited the ongoing shoreline res-

toration efforts at NSF Indian Head, the 

first phase in a massive shoreline restora-

tion effort being facilitated by Southern 

Maryland RC&D.  On hand to lead the tour 

were RC&Dôs Natural Resources Specialist 

Seth Berry and Charles Soil Conservation 

Districtôs (SCD) Engineer Glenn Gass.  

 By the time of the site visit, the 

project had been years in the making.  The 

whole process began when RC&D and 

conservation partner Charles SCD began 

working with Scott Hardaway of Coastline 

Design, P.C. to develop a shoreline restora-

tion plan for approximately 34,000 linear 

feet of Potomac River shoreline, under a 

Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. 

Navy.  Now construction is finally under-

way with anticipated completion of this 

first phase in early 2009. 

 The construction element of this 

first phase was awarded to Coastal Design 

& Construction, Inc., who is utilizing 

barges to bring approximately 73,000 tons 

of sand, cobble and armor stone to the se-

verely eroding shoreline. 

 Later this year the National 

Aquarium in Baltimore and Charles 

NEWSLETTER  

County Master Gardeners will lead efforts 

to plant approximately 9 acres of intertidal 

marsh grass to help stabilize the new shore-

line and create essential habitat. 

 In addition to having profound 

environmental benefits, this project has 

brought together many and diverse part-

ners, including the U.S. Navy, Southern 

Maryland RC&D, Charles SCD, Coastline 

Design P.C., National Aquarium in Balti-

more, EcoSystem Solutions, Inc. and 

Charles County Master Gardeners. 

 There will be many opportunities 

to volunteer at our riparian buffer plantings 

this July and October.  Please check our 

website for more information. 

Coastal Design & Construction, Inc. is using barges to bring in the 

roughly 73,000 tons of material that will stabilize nearly 4,000 

linear feet of severely eroding shoreline at NSF Indian Head. 

From left to right, Alan Stahl, Seth Berry, Jon Hall, Olga Walter, 

Mark Rose and Terry Heinard enjoy a quiet moment at a wildlife 

viewing platform built at NSF Indian Head by Southern Maryland 

RC&D in 2005. 
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shows NRCS State Conservationist Jon Hall and State 

Engineer Alan Stahl shoreline efforts.  

The loss of soil at this site is pro-

found.  The Navy has estimated that 

approximately 18,000 tons of soil is 

being lost annually, jeopardizing the 

health of our aquatic ecosystems and 

Naval installation infrastructure.  

Southern Maryland RC&D, Charles 

SCD and the U.S. Navy are commit-

ted to restoring sites like the one 

pictured below. 

  


