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Mission Statement 
 

Working in partnership with community groups and organizations, Southern Maryland Resource 
Conservation and Development Inc. is dedicated to improving quality of life in the region by ena-

bling the people and promoting the wise use of our natural and economic resources. 

2007 Annual Report 
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        April 2008 
 
Dear Friends of  RC&D: 
 

We at RC&D will continue to offer assistance and programs to meet the needs of  a 
changing community in Southern Maryland and to make citizens of  Southern Maryland more 
aware of  services offered by RC&D.  

There have been several changes at Southern Maryland RC&D during 2007. Expansion 
has necessitated most of  the changes. We have expanded our program by hiring our first, full-
time employee, Seth Berry, a Natural Resource Specialist. He will work on site at Indian Head 
coordinating conservation projects with our Navy partners.  We have also hired a part time 
bookkeeper.  RC&D is growing and expanding to meet the needs of  Southern Maryland. 

Due to the hard work of  RC&D Board Members, project partners and friends, RC&D 
was again funded in the Federal budget and the future looks bright. I would like to thank Olga 
Walter for her hard work lobbying for RC&Dõs inclusion in the budget. 

I would be remiss if I didnõt mention Jeremy, our Coordinator, Denitra and Joan, our 
office staff  for their outstanding work. Joan retired in October and will be missed. 

In closing, I would like to thank everyone for their support and confidence during my 
ten years on the council. It has been my pleasure to serve as chairman for the last five years. I 
will be leaving the council at the end of  my term and wish you the best in the future. 

We hope you have a wonderful 2008 and that this year brings you happiness and pros-
perity. 
 
    Sincerely, 
 
    
      
    Ron Black, Chair 
    Southern Maryland RC&D 
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AWARDS  SOUTHERN MARYLAND RC&D RECOGNIZED 

Pictured left to right: Jim Bardsley, Heather 
Campbell and Naomi Wright. 

 
Board Members Recognized for  

their Service 
 
 In April 2007, the Southern Maryland 
RC&D Board of  Directors held its annual 
awards dinner in Crownsville. Jim Bardsley, 
an Executive Committee Member and resi-
dent of  Anne Arundel County was recog-
nized as Board Member of  the Year and 
Naomi Wright, a student Board Member 
from St. Maryõs County received a Certificate 
of  Appreciation for her volunteer service.  
Heather Campbell, the Southern Maryland 
Representative for Senator Ben Cardin was 
in attendance and presented Jim and Naomi 
with Certificates of  Appreciation from Sena-
tor Cardin. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 RC&D Coordinator Jeremy West gave 
dinner attendees a tour of  the new RC&D 
website, launched earlier this year.  The site 
will be a great resource for project partners 
and community members to keep up to date 
on RC&Dõs latest project activities. 
 Also in attendance were Wayne Clark, 

Executive Director of  the Tri-County Coun-
cil for Southern Maryland and Jeff  Bossart, 
Environmental Program Director for Naval 
Support Facility Indian Head. 
 
 

JOAN LUCINI RETIRES AFTER 24 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

 
 RC&D Board Members and friends 
gathered on November 19 in Waldorf  to 
wish RC&D Office Manager Theresa Joan 
Lucini a fond farewell at a very special dinner 
in Luciniõs honor.  After 24 years of service 
to Southern Maryland RC&D Lucini has re-
tired. 
 Lucini began working with RC&D as 
a Charles County employee in 1984.  In 1995 
Lucini converted to federal service, working 
for the USDA Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service.  Since 1995 Lucini has worked 
with seven RC&D Coordinators and count-
less RC&D Board Members and community 
volunteers. Over the last 24 years Lucini has 
been involved with the implementation of  
hundreds of  conservation and community 
development projects and has developed 
strong friendships with many of  our project 
partners.  Her institutional knowledge of  the 
RC&D Program was an important mainstay 
at Southern Maryland RC&D as Board 
Members and Coordinators came and went. 
 Two of Luciniõs former Coordinators 
were in attendance, Bill Boyer and Mark 
Rose, along with current Coordinator Jeremy 
West to wish Lucini well.  òJoan has been a 
friend and mentor to all of  us at Southern 
Maryland RC&D,ó said West.  òShe will be 
missed.ó  We all wish òJoanieó success in her 
post-RC&D activities. 
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NEWS  SOUTHERN MARYLAND RC&D A CTIVITIES   

 

RC&D Hired Program Staff 
 
 In 2007 RC&Dõs Board of Directors 
took a bold step forward in Southern Mary-
land RC&Dõs organizational evolution by hir-
ing Seth Berry.  Berry is Southern Maryland 
RC&Dõs first program staff hire in the or-
ganizations 34-year history. 
 Berry, a native of  Lexington, Ken-
tucky, holds a Bachelorõs Degree in Forest 
Management from the University of  Ken-
tucky.  Berry started out in Oregon studying 
the effects of  deforestation on the roosting 
microclimates and roost trees of  Pacific 
Northwest bats.  After Oregon, Berry ac-
cepted a Naval Resources internship at Naval 
Support Facility Indian Head through the 
Student Conservation Association and 
Southern Maryland RC&D in January 2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Berry was converted from a contrac-
tor to a full-time employee in November 
2007 and is currently working out of  the In-
dian Head Naval Surface Warfare Centerõs 
Natural Resources Office. Berry has become 
an integral part of  the Natural Resources Of-
fice at Indian Head, providing project back-
stopping for numerous conservation projects 
and promoting environmental research and 
education in the region. 
 
 
 

RC&D Attends the 2007 National  
Leadership Forum 

 
 In February 2007, Southern Maryland 
RC&D sent Vice Chair Patricia Pinnell, Sec-
retary/Treasurer Olga Walter, Board Member 
Michael Pellegrino and Office Associate De-
nitra Brawner to an Annual Leadership Fo-
rum in Washington, DC. 
 More than 150 RC&D council mem-
bers from across the nation participated in 
the three day event. The event focused on 
legislative priorities for the Farm Bill and for 
Fiscal Year 2008. Congresswoman Rosa De-
Lauro (D-CT), Chair of  the House Agricul-
ture Appropriations Subcommittee and Sub-
committee members Ray LaHood (R-IL) and 
Rodney Alexander (R-LA) and staff  for 
Chair Collin Peterson of  the House Agricul-
ture Committee addressed the leadership. 
The speakers congratulated council members 
on their good work and encouraged them to 
take their messages to Members of  Congress 
both in Washington, DC and in their home 
state. 

Former Secretary of  Agriculture Mike 
Johanns also addressed the audience and 
spoke about council roles in cooperative  

Natural Resources Specialist Seth Berry, South-
ern Maryland RC&Dõs first program staff hire. 
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ents and teachers volunteered to make the 
day a success. 
 RC&D Coordinator Jeremy West 
helped younger students plant native species 
in the schoolõs courtyard and passed out a 
variety of  environmental education coloring 
and activity books developed by the Na-
tional Association of  Conservation Districts.  
RC&D volunteer Ryan Woodland, a Gradu-
ate Research Assistant at the Chesapeake 
Biological Laboratory, brought an exhibit 
called òFishes of the Chesapeakeó, allowing 
children to see close-up some of  the diverse 
aquatic species that populate the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

conservation and market based conservation. 
He also spoke on the Administrationõs Farm 
Bill proposal. 

On the last day of  the event, council 
members met with various legislative mem-
bers to ask for support of  the RC&D pro-
gram. Southern Maryland RC&D members 
met with Congressman Steny Hoyer along 
with Roberta Jeanquart, Executive Director, 
National Association of  RC&D Councils 
and Sharon Ruggi, President, National Asso-
ciation of  RC&D Councils. 

Resource Conservation and Develop-
ment councils are volunteers who serve to 
improve the quality of  life in their communi-
ties. 

 
 

2007 Earth Day Celebration 
 
 Over 200 students from Davidsonville 
Elementary School celebrated Earth Day 
with Southern Maryland RC&D at an all day 
fair of  interactive displays and activities.  Par-

Pictured left to right: Roberta Jeanquart, Pat 
Pinnell, Olga Walter, Congressman Steny 
Hoyer, Sharon Ruggi, Denitra Brawner and Mi-
chael Pellegrino. 

RC&D volunteer Ryan Woodland and students 
examining a great diversity of fish species native 
to the Chesapeake Bay.  Woodlandõs exhibit, 
òFishes of the Chesapeakeó contained over 20 
species of fishes. 
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Standing: Howard Coffield, Mid-Atlantic 
RC&D Chair and  Jim Ali.  Seated: Olga Walter, 
Mid -Atlantic RC&D Vice President and Pat 
Pinnell, Mid-Atlantic RC&D Treasurer. 

 
Mid ð Atlantic RC&D Conference 

Held A Success 
 

From September 16th through the 
19th, over 120 RC&D Board Members and 
NRCS employees from the Mid-Atlantic Re-
gionõs six states met in Grantsville, Pennsyl-
vania for the 2007 Mid-Atlantic RC&D Con-
ference.  Southern Maryland RC&D was well 
represented by Board Members Pat Pinnell, 
Olga Walter and Michael Pellegrino, Office 
Associate Denitra Brawner and RC&D Co-
ordinator Jeremy West.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The conference consisted of  numer-

ous displays by RC&D Councils and partner 

organizations, tours to farms and other loca-
tions showing some of  the successful local 
RC&D projects.  There were also presenta-
tions and training sessions led by Board 
Members and representatives from various 
partner organizations.  There were numerous 
opportunities to share ideas with other 
RC&D Councils from the Mid-Atlantic 
states. 

West took part in a panel discussion 
on RC&D funding opportunities presenting 
Southern Maryland RC&Dõs unique conser-
vation partnership with the United States 
Navy.  Hanoch McCarty, co-author of  the 
òChicken Soup for the Souló book series, 
was the Keynote Speaker.  Gerald Willis, 
Special Assistant to the Chief, also spoke to 
attendees during the conference letting us all 
know that RC&Dõs good work throughout 
the country has not gone unnoticed by 
NRCS Chief  Arlen Lancaster.   

During the conference the Mid-
Atlantic RC&D Council held its annual busi-
ness meeting.  Our own Olga Walter, South-
ern Maryland RC&D Secretary/Treasurer, 
was elected Vice President and Vice-Chair 
Pat Pinnell was re-elected as Mid-Atlantic 
Treasurer.  Next yearõs conference will be 
held in New Jersey on September 21st 
through 24th, 2008.  

 
 
 

RC&D Seeks Local Support for  
Potomac Heritage Trail Project 

 
 On March 19, 2007 a highly diverse 
project partnership came together at the 
Charles County Commissioners Meeting 
Room to discuss bringing the Potomac Heri-
tage National Scenic Trail to Southern Mary-
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land.  The Potomac Heritage National Scenic 
Trail is a dynamic and nationally designated 
trail network connecting Washington DC to 
Pittsburgh and running through such areas 
as the beautiful Ohiopyle State Park.   
 The National Parks Service (NPS) has 
asked Southern Maryland RC&D to repre-
sent Southern Maryland and take the lead in 
making this project happen, establishing ad-
ditional trail routes that will connect Charles 
and St. Maryõs Counties to the existing trail 
network.  The ultimate goal is to create a dy-
namic, interpretive experience for trail users 
while preserving green space and creating 
sustainable economic development opportu-
nities for local businesses in trail adjacent 
and gateway communities.   
 Trail adjacent communities stand to 
benefit from tourist dollars and an increased 
level of  awareness about their unique heri-
tage and character.  The informational meet-
ing, facilitated by RC&D Coordinator Jeremy 
West and NPS Superintendent Don Briggs, 
brought together numerous county agencies 
from both Charles and St. Maryõs Counties 
including Planning and Growth Manage-
ment, Recreation and Parks, and Tourism.  
Regional and local organizations such as the 
Accokeek Foundation, Conservancy for 
Charles County, Historic St. Maryõs City, 
Maryland Parks Service, Office of  Senator 
Mikulski, Potomac Stories Project, Southern 
Maryland Agricultural Development Com-
mission, Southern Maryland Heritage Area 
Consortium also participated.   
 Southern Maryland RC&D has plans 
to hire a Potomac Heritage Scenic Trail pro-
ject coordinator to work with Board Member 
Jennifer David in coordinating the efforts of  
this dynamic project partnership. 
 A soccer ball formerly of Waldorf, Maryland. 

RC&D Sends Toys To Afghanistan 
 

 While Southern Maryland RC&D is 
committed to improving the quality of  life in 
Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles and St. 
Maryõs Counties, we have from time to time 
ventured beyond our Development Area.  
This year we joined several RC&D Councils 
from all over the country in sending toys to 
the children of  Afghanistan.   
 Modellõs Sporting Goods and 
Toys"R"Us of  Waldorf, Maryland both made 
generous donations to support this ef-
fort.  Toys"R"Us gave RC&D a 60% dis-
count on the purchase of  15 soccer balls 
while Modellõs donated hand pumps.   
 A few months after sending our care 
packages, we received a letter from a Captain 
Marcus Forman, then serving in Afghanistan, 
thanking us and letting us know that some of  
our presents had made their way to a school 
in Oruzgan Province.  According to Captain 
Marcus, òIt is support like yours that makes 
doing our job such an honor and a privi-
lege.  The school headmaster was overcome 
to know that so many, so far away, were pro-
viding assistance.ó    
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The three signs were developed by Recreation 
and Parks, with input from the Forest Conser-
vancy District Board and RC&D. 

Catslide House Archeological  
Survey Grant Won  

 
 Southern Maryland RC&D partnered 
with Charles County Planning and Growth 
Management to facilitate archeological sur-
vey and preservation of  the Port Tobacco 
site.  A grant proposal for $9,800.00 was sub-
mitted to Tourism Cares. $3,000 was ulti-
mately awarded. Gibbs Archeological Con-
sulting will be hard at work throughout 2008 
gathering information to improve our under-
standing of Port Tobaccoõs 18th century sig-
nificance and prehistoric origins. 

 

WB&A Trail Signs Installed 
 

 After years of  planning, Southern 
Maryland RC&D, Anne Arundel Forest Con-
servancy District Board and Anne Arundel 
Recreation and Parks have installed forestry 
education signs along the WB&A Trail.  The 
signs can be found on the trail just south of  
Strawberry Lake Way.  The four signs pro-
vide visitors with information about the siteõs 

unique forest ecology. 

 

 
 

 The four signs are titled òSuccession:  
From Field to Forest,ó òLayers of the For-
est,ó òDeciduous Forestsó and òSNAG:  Life 
in a Dead Tree.ó  The signs have become 
very popular among local residents.  In our 
efforts to educate people about the natural 
world, we hope to develop similar interpre-
tive signs at other project sites throughout 
the Development Area.  
 

 

Maryland Rural Summit Highlights 
By Tom Tudor 

 
 During October 17th through the 19th, 
I was fortunate enough to be able to attend 
the entire Maryland Rural Summit in Solo-
mons.  Official Highlights and specific speak-
ers are available at the Rural Maryland Coun-
cil website so I will not name drop in my ver-
sion of the highlights. 
 
It started off with one of three tours: 
 
The Best of Both Worlds Tour (St. Maryõs 
County) ð This included visiting the Patux-

The Catslide House, originally built in 1720, was 
first adopted as a RC&D project site in 1997. 


