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RC&D Welcomes New Program Officer and Coordinator 
 
Franklin Holley is Southern Maryland RC&Dõs new Program Officer.  She serves as a 
program facilitator and liaison between our projects, our communities, and our Board 
of Directors.  Franklin has a Masterõs Degree from the University of California, Davis 
in International Agricultural Development, and her focus has always been on commu-
nity and rural development.   
 
Franklin has experience in Cooperative Extension programming in nutrition and con-
sumer education with low-income families and schools in East Tennessee, has served 
as a volunteer with Heifer International to provide education about worldwide hunger 

and poverty and sustainable development, and has extensive experience working with and researching sustain-
able development and agricultural production in Latin America, namely in Ecuador and Costa Rica.  Origi-
nally from East Tennessee, Franklin is excited to be back on the East Coast and part of the Southern Mary-
land RC&D team since June 2008.  

 
Southern Maryland RC&D welcomes Gilbert "Buddy" Bowling, Jr. as our new Coor-
dinator. Buddyõs previous assignments included serving as Special Assistant to the 
Maryland Secretary of Agriculture, Executive Director of the Maryland Agricultural 
Commission, as well as the Department's Public Outreach Coordinator. Buddy also 
served as the Agricultural Administrator/Environmental Planner with the Charles 
County Government/County Planning and Growth Management Department, 
working on agricultural preservation initiatives and other environmental programs.  
 
Buddy holds a Bachelor's Degree in Agriculture/Agronomy from the University of 
Maryland and is a third generation farmer. He has developed a passion for emergency management/
homeland security after performing agricultural field assessments following the La Plata tornado and serving 
as the Co-Coordinator of the Center for Agrosecurity and Emergency Management.  
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                     June 2010 
Dear Friend of RC&D: 

 
It is that time of the year when we have an opportunity to reflect on the past year and all the projects 
that we have been working on and completing.   Time has a way of moving right along, and so does 
the work load at the RC&D office.    Our new Coordinator, Buddy Bowling, is a welcome addition to 
the staff as he brings a lot of knowledge to the job.  We are looking forward to a long working rela-
tionship with Buddy and the programs and projects that he will bring to the Board in the near fu-
ture.    Our Program Officer has more than met our expectations.  Franklin Holley came on board 
last year and has been running every moment.   The Board is very fortunate to have her creative abil-
ity and challenging mind. 
 
To peek into 2010, Southern Maryland RC&D had a major decision to make this Spring.  This was a 
difficult decision to make, but I feel we have made the correct choice.  It is always hard to move away 
from a location that is comfortable and secure.  The Southern Maryland RC&D Board took a huge 
step and voted to move the office from its Charles County location in Waldorf to Leonardtown in St. 
Maryõs County.   The Agricultural Services Center will give the RC&D Staff and Board Members ac-
cess to many farm agencies thus giving us an opportunity to partner with these organizations. 
 
Southern Maryland RC&D partnering with the Western Maryland and Eastern Shore RC&Ds to 
sponsor the Mid-Atlantic RC&D conference in September.  The group has been meeting on a regular 
basis to plan and implement the program.  I would like to encourage as many of the Southern Mary-
land RC&D Board Members to attend this meeting as possible.   You will receive information very 
soon concerning the registration. 
 
Being a member of the Southern Maryland RC&D Board is an honor.  I would like to thank all of 
our Board Members for their hard work and volunteer time to the development and success of the 
RC&D program.  RC&D members are such valuable individuals with many talents.  Pat yourself on 
the back for a job well done.  It is very difficult to put into words how valuable you are. 

        
 

    Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Pat Pinnell, Chair 
Southern Maryland RC&D 
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AWARDS  SOUTHERN MARYLAND RC&D RECOGNIZED 

Former RC&D  
Coordinator Promoted  

 
Jeremy West began a new era 
in his professional career on 
September 14, 2009 with the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA)/Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) as the Manager 
of the Norman A. Berg Na-
tional Plant Materials Center 

in Beltsville, Maryland. Jeremy stated that working 
with the Southern Maryland RC&D Board of Direc-
tors the last four years was an absolutely wonderful 
experience.   
 
òIt was,ó according to Jeremy, òa joy to work with 
such talented and dedicated people, volunteering 
their time and giving of themselves to make South-
ern Maryland a better place to live, work and play.ó  
Jeremy learned a lot from everyone, and he hopes 
they learned at least a little from him.  
 
He looks forward to continuing to support RC&Dõs 
important work from his new position and feels 
there are many projects that we can continue to col-
laborate on in the future.  In addition, Jeremy stated 
that there is more work to be done. He wishes the 
best of luck to the new RC&D Coordinator and is 
certain he will find the experience of working with 
this Board as rewarding and as meaningful as Jeremy 
did.   
 
We thank Jeremy for his years of service and dedica-
tion to the mission of the Southern Maryland 
RC&D and wish him luck in his new position. 

Mission Statement 
 

Working in partnership with community groups and organizations, Southern Maryland Resource Conservation 
and Development, Inc. is dedicated to improving quality of life in the region by enabling the people and promoting 

the wise use of our natural and economic resources. 

Board Members Recognized  
for their Outstanding Service 

 
In April 2009, RC&D celebrated another year of 
successful partnerships in Southern Maryland at 
their Annual Awards Dinner on April 30th at Kingõs 
Landing Park in Huntingtown, MD.  Over 60 peo-
ple attended, including Dick Myers - Assistant to 
Senator Barbara Mikulski, and Anne Arundel 
County Delegate Don Dwyer and his guest Tom 
Redmond, Calvert County Commissioner Barbara 
Stinnett, and Mark Rose - USDA-NRCS Assistant 
State Conservationist for Programs.  Board Member 
Bill Clark gave a presentation on the RC&D projects 
in Calvert County.  
 
Member of the year went to Chairwoman Patricia 
Pinnell. Luis Dieguez, District Manager for Charles 
County Soil Conservation District was given the W. 
Mitchell Digges Project Leadership Award for his 
five years of service to the Southern Maryland 
RC&D Board. Tom Tudor received the Walter 
Bender Award for his fourteen years on the Board.  
 
Scott Hardaway from Coastline Design, P.C. was 
given a plaque for recognition and appreciation for 
his design work at Naval Support Facility Indian 
Head and Patuxent River Naval Air Station. Certifi-
cates of Appreciation were given to Jim Gunn, 
Coastal Design and Construction, for his work at 
NSF Indian Head and to Denitra Brawner, RC&D 
Office Associate, for all her work for the Board. 
Winners also received citations from Senator Bar-
bara Mikulski and Senator Benjamin Cardin. 
 
Thanks to everyone for all other their support and 
hard work towards the efforts of RC&D!  
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NEWS  SOUTHERN MARYLAND RC&D A CTIVITIES  

2009 National RC&D  
Leadership Forum 

 
In February 2009, Southern Maryland RC&D sent 
Chair Patricia Pinnell, Secretary/Treasurer Olga 
Walter, Board Member Luis Dieguez and Office As-
sociate Denitra Brawner to the Annual RC&D Lead-
ership Forum in Washington, DC. 
 
RC&D council members from across the nation par-
ticipated in the three-day event which focused on 
legislative priorities for the Farm Bill and for Fiscal 
Year 2010.  
 
On the last day of the Leadership Forum, council 
members met with various legislative members to 
ask for support for the RC&D program.  Southern 
Maryland RC&D members met with assistants from 
the offices of Congressman Steny Hoyer, Senator 
Benjamin Cardin and Senator Barbra Mikulski. 

 
 

2009 National RC&D Conference 
 

The National Association of Resource Conservation 
and Development Councils (NARC&DC) recently 
held their National Conference in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. The following Board Members at-
tended the conference: Olga Walter, Pat Pinnell, and 
Mike Pellegrino. Southern Maryland RC&D Pro-
gram Officer Franklin Holley, RC&D Office Associ-
ate Denitra Brawner and RC&D Coordinator Jeremy 
West also attended.  
 
Over 850 people attended the conference from 375 
RC&D Councils. There were numerous training ses-
sions ranging from financial management, area plan-
ning, renewable energy and water management.  
 
The Southern Maryland RC&D Board had the op-
portunity to showcase a poster presenting the South-
ern Maryland Potomac Heritage National Scenic 
Trail at the National Conference. The Trail was 
granted National Scenic Trail designation by the Na-
tional Park Service in August 2008.  This new addi-
tion to the more than 830-mile Potomac Heritage 

National Scenic Trail offers a dynamic, interpretive 
experience to trail users, while bringing unique and 
sustainable economic development opportunities to 
trail adjacent communities as Southern Marylanders 
embrace cyclists, hikers, and paddlers from Wash-
ington, DC and beyond.   
 
At the Awards banquet, Southern Maryland RC&D 
was among the many winners of the Circle of Dia-
monds Award. The Circle of Diamonds is a certifi-
cation process created by the NARC&DC that rec-
ognizes exemplary RC&D Councils throughout the 
country.  Circle membership recognizes the Boardõs 
honesty, integrity and strong commitment to the 
RC&D mission.  Member Boards and Councils have 
helped to produce quality programs within their lo-
cal communities and demonstrate management ex-
cellence. We are proud to receive this award from 
the National Association and be a part of a growing 
group of outstanding RC&D Boards and Councils.  
 
 

Board Members Mike Pellegrino, Olga Walter, Patricia Pin-
nell, Office Associate Denitra Brawner, and Program Officer 
Franklin Holley accept the Circle of Diamonds award at the 
National RC&D Conference.  

 

 

To learn more about the National Association 
of RC&D Councils, Circle of Diamonds Stan-

dards of Excellence, and National RC&D 
events and trainings, please visit their website 

at www.rcdnet.org. 



 

5 

NEWS  SOUTHERN MARYLAND RC&D A CTIVITIES  

RC&D Continues Efforts to Provide  
Forage Agronomy Services to Maryland Farmers 

 
In the fall of 2009 the Southern Maryland RC&D was awarded a Cooperative 
Agreement from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) to 
provide professional forage agronomy services to Marylandõs agricultural produc-
ers.  This Cooperative Agreement is a continuation of the important work done 
by Forage Agronomist, Dr. Les Vough for RC&D from the summer of 2009.  
We are delighted to provide this type of technical service along with educational 
information to our producers. 
 
Unlike the previous type of programs associated with the RC&D, this project 
brings assistance to a larger core of producers throughout the State.  Dr. Vough 
will be working with NRCS Field Service Centers, Soil Conservation Districts, 

numerous regional conferences, and many other county/state agricultural groups throughout the state.  In 
addition, Dr. Vough will spend time working with the NRCS National Plant Material Center in Beltsville. 
 
Dr. Vough also spent time working with agricultural professionals networking and building capacity, however 
most of his time will be spent with producers talking about practices and management strategies associated 
with forage production. 
 
Dr. Vough performed field visits, pasture walks and developed technical outreach products.  All of this work 
was done to benefit the agricultural producers throughout the state in their forage management schemes and 
planning.  If further questions or information is needed, please visit our website. 
 

Poultry Litter Injector  
Demonstration Project 

 
The Southern Maryland RC&D, in partnership with 
USDA-NRCS, Maryland Association of Soil Conser-
vation Districts and the National Association of 
RC&D Councils, sponsored a field demonstration 
on the innovative technology associated with the 
application of poultry litter to cropland.   
 
This equipment showcased how an organic source 
of nutrients could be utilized in an environmentally-
friendly manner, how it enhances utilization of this 
value added product based on a plantõs nutrient re-
quirements, and minimizes runoff.  Information of 
this magnitude is critical to farmers, landowners and 
cooperators in their efforts to protect the waters of 
the Chesapeake Bay along with the surrounding eco-
system. 
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Dry Fire Hydrants  
 
The dry hy-
drant program 
continues to 
be a favorite 
and important 
initiative to 
the communi-
ties in the 
S o u t h e r n 
Maryland re-
gion.  In 2009, 
RC&D in-
stalled two dry 

hydrants in the Drum Point Community Neighbor-
hood which is located in Calvert County, MD.  Fu-
ture plans include the installation of more hydrants  
in 2010.   
 
Dry hydrants greatly improve the rural fire depart-
ments capabilities in managing risk by making it eas-
ier to draw water from non-pressurized sources.  
This type of system is designed to be site specific 
and provides first responders with a convenient 
source of water. The dry hydrants were installed by 
Bay Friendly Construction and tested by the Solo-
mons Island Volunteer Fire Department.   If your 
community is interested, please contact the Southern 
Maryland RC&D for additional information or visit 
our website. 

Water Quality Improvement  
   

Water quality is a concern shared by everyone.   In 
partnership with the University of Maryland Exten-
sion (St. Maryõs County), and the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA)/ Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS), RC&D provided wa-
ter quality testing opportunities to the resource-
based industries/agricultural enterprises within the 
Southern Maryland region.    
 
The primary focus of this project was on the under-
served and underrepresented farming community in 
St. Maryõs County.  In addition, outreach and educa-
tional opportunities were provided in an effort to 
create an awareness of the water quality issues and 
the impact they can have on human health.    
 
In addition, simple utilization of a common farm 
resource (the Chemilizer doser units) was made 
available to the St. Maryõs County farming commu-
nity with the expectation of improving water quality. 
As neighbors learn from each other about the im-
portance of clean water, this idea will spread beyond 
the initial sample of 89 farm sites and have much 
further reaching positive impacts. 
 

RC&D Program 
Officer Franklin 

Holley surveys for a 
dry fire hydrant 
later installed in 

Drum Point.  

Physician Pat Jarboe talks with St. Maryõs County residents 
about  the implications of poor water quality on health and 
development at an outreach event organized with the Univer-
sity of Maryland Extension (St. Maryõs County).  
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The Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail 
(PHNST) is no ordinary experience.  It is, in fact, an 
evolving Trail network and an enterprise of many 
partners that celebrates the 
heritage of the Potomac 
River and upper Ohio River 
basins and offers year-round 
opportunities for hiking, bi-
cycling, boating, horseback 
riding, and cross-country ski-
ing.  Southern Maryland 
RC&D is proud to be part of 
that network and partnership 
via a Cooperative 
Agreement with 
the National Park 
Service to assist 
in coordinating 
the Southern 
Maryland seg-
ment of the 
PHNST. 
 
As a result of this 
a g r e e m e n t , 
Southern Mary-
land RC&D and 
its many partners 
achieved National 
Scenic Trail Des-
ignation for the 
Southern Mary-
land segment in 
2008 from the US Depart-
ment of the Interior and the 
National Park Service. Such a 
designation incorporated the 
Southern Maryland Segment 
into the larger Potomac Heri-
tage National Scenic Trail, 
extending the PHNST all the 
way to Point Lookout State Park in Southern Mary-
land and linking the Chesapeake Bay to the Alle-
gheny Highlands in celebration of the regionõs cul-
tural and natural heritage.  The Southern Maryland 

segment of the PHNST provides cyclists, hikers and 
paddlers opportunities for recreation, education and 
heritage activities in Charles and St. Maryõs counties 

as the Southern 
Maryland portion will 
stretch from Point 
Lookout State Park 
to Piscataway Park. 
 
In 2009, RC&D and 
partners in the devel-
opment of the South-
e r n  M a r y l a n d 
PHNST segment 
were able to define 
the route the trail will 
take as it winds its 
way along the Poto-
mac River Corridor 
through Charles and 
St. Maryõs Counties. 

In Southern Maryland, you can visit the Mal-
lows Bay Ghost Fleet by water, cruise through 
the historical landmarks of Port Tobacco and 
St. Maryõs City on two wheels, walk along the 

Leonardtown Wharf 
or launch a kayak 
into the Potomac 
River. Itõs really up 
to you!   
 
The Potomac Heri-
tage National Scenic 
Trail allows non-
motorist visitors, 
both tourists and 
seasoned locals, an 
opportunity to travel 
a different way and 
experience what 
they havenõt seen 

before.  Getting out of the car, for example, and 
walking or biking along Highway 224 (see images 
this page) in Charles County offers a host of sights 
and sounds you might never notice. Or biking 

RC&D Continues Dynamic Partnership to Develop Southern Maryland  
Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail  
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through St. Maryõs County allows you to get up 
close and personal with the regionõs history and 
landscape. (See images this page: Piney Point Light-
house and exit view from St. Georgeõs Episcopal 
Church). 

 
Southern Maryland RC&D, the National Park Ser-
vice and our partners will work in 2010 to develop 
print and web materials, as well as signs along the 
PHNST to make the Trail a more user-friendly, safe 
and eco-friendly experience. To read more and to 
learn about the endless possible itineraries for ad-
venture travel along the Potomac Heritage National 
Scenic Trail, please visit one of our partners, Poto-
m a c  A l l e g h e n y  P a s s a g e s ,  a t 
www.potomacallegheny.org.  Come join us on the 
Trailéon bike, on foot or by water!  

Excerpt from Potomac Allegheny Passages: òThe Potomac 
Heritage National Scenic Trail is a corridor of history and 
outdoor adventure. The Trail network follows the river 
through its tidal reaches to the fall line, with an interlude 
along the escarpment of Washington, D.C., then up the 
C&O Canal to Cumberland, Md. From there it goes over 
and through the mountains along the Great Allegheny Pas-
sage and the Laurel 
Highlands Trail. This 
evolving Trail network 
offers opportunities for 
hiking, bicycling, boating, 
horseback riding, and 
cross-country skiing. Ex-
plore these pages by region 
or activity, then follow 
links to travel informa-
tion and partners.ó  

RC&D Partners with Farmers and 
Hunters Feeding the Hungry 

 
In December of 2009, RC&D 
received an outreach grant of 
$5,000 from the National As-
sociation of RC&D Councils 
to begin a partnership with 
Southern Maryland Farmers 
& Hunters Feeding the Hun-
gry (FHFH) to address hun-
ger in Southern Maryland. 
These funds will go towards 

increasing the number of high-protein meals provided 
to underprivileged populations in Southern Maryland 
while also contributing to improved local deer habitat 
and herd health through deer population control.  
 
FHFH is also a national program with regional chap-
ters to coordinate local activities. Hunters and land-
owners donate harvested deer and other big-game to 
qualified, inspected meat processors participating in 
the program. FHFH then raises money to pay these 
processors to cut, package, and freeze the donated 
meat. The high -protein, low-fat meat is then distrib-
uted free of charge to community food banks and 
other food distribution centers serving the needy. The 
meat is generally distributed in the same county where 
it is donated. 

http://www.potomacallegheny.org/

